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Connor Zane Kendrick is the latest
emergence from the merger of two beautiful
people, Joe and Lacy Kendrick. What a
treasure!

Shortly after his arrival, | was privileged to
stand behind a big glass window with
beaming dad Joe. Together, we gazed
amazed upon the cherubim, smurf-seraphim
in all his natural glory. | thought to mysett,
“Joe! What have you and Lacy done?”

He was wiggling, squiggling and occasionally
bellowing. They say a newbomn can't actually
see for days, but 'm sure little “C-Z” was
gazing a hole right through Joe! His
searching eyes seemed to say.

“Hey dad, I've misplaced mommy.
Could you go get her for me?”

Let me take a moment here to ask, did |
officially share with you that Beckham
Thomas Poole is scheduled to e-merge from
momma E-Liz in early June? Proud daddy
Dan’s already beaming just as did his dad 31
years ago.

(1 also hear that Bryan and Lindsay Ingram
are scheduled for an amazing stork delivery
about that same time... and, there’s no hiding
that Shonda Smith {and daddy Davin) is
GREAT with child. Umm... seems like I'm
missing someone...)

Back to business: This stroll down stork’s row
impresses upon me the sheer power of the
innate compulsion to diversify the gene pool
through procreation (have babies.) So much
of life and love are tied directly to our God-
given, instinctual powers to increase the
numbers of those “created in the image of

Life is no accident. God put the powers within
to sustain our kind by merging (becoming
one) so that little ones can in turn e-merge
{be bom.) Life is a generational continuum of
merging and emerging, each essential to the
other. What | am saying is this:

Vital to “God’s good way” inside of us
(the way we're put together) is the
imperative not only to spawn new little
ones, but also to nurture, raise, and let
them go ~ that’s right, just as Moses said
to Pharaoh, “Let my people go!” The
“letting go” part is more thorny than all
the other parts combined. It needs to
begin early and never end.

As parents, that's our deal: nurture, raise,
and let go. If we fail to let go, not just

Family Emergenc(i)es

physically but emotionally, if we make them
obligated/chained to us, if it's about us, our
teelings, hopes, dreams for them (227)...
then our precious ones will wring the biood
from our souls trying to get free. They can't
help it; it's the way God made them.

For parents, letting go is the “pain of
childbearing” described to Eve in the Garden.
(God knew about it since He was at the time
in the pain-filled-midst of letting them go!)

Think with me for a moment: throughout the
gestation period, mom and baby are
MERGED as one; mom IS baby, baby IS
mom. Upon birth, baby E-MERGES
(“e’=“outta here”) from mom, no longer
merged, no longer one.

Quite scary, especially for the litle one, and
s0 the first response of a baby is a head-
thrown-back, hair-raising scream.

As a practical matter, of course, crying clears
the lungs. But | suggest the real stimulus for
crying is not the lungs but something deeper
called separation anxiety. Its an
overwhelming feeling that something drastic,
perhaps life-threatening has been severed
from ME. (“Hey dad, I've misplaced mommy.
Could you go and get her?”)

Separation anxiety occurs instinctively when
we fear that some part of the “self” is in
danger (or perhaps missing aitogether!) it's
an emotional reaction, a survival response
engrained not only in humans but also in
most creatures. And... it happens to moms
and dads too. The instinct has served us
well, but sooner than later our frontal lobes
should get the memo: emergence is NOT an
emergency. “This will NOT kil me”

And so begins the painful, lifelong process of
separating in order to become separate,
individual persons/seives. It's gotta happen.
No choice in the matter. Just as a baby could
not long survive in the womb, so too, the
child will not grow or thrive while imprisoned
by the powertul forces of doting, fearful
adults... not even in the name of love.

| don’t know how to say it better. Kids MUST
g-merge, not only from the womb, but also
from the powerful emotional forces that dads
and especially moms use to keep them
connected, controlled and otherwise in
check. As | said, it takes a long time and the
letting go is a two-way, tear-filled joumey. ..
except that parents are s ‘posed to be
smarter than kids thus NOT making this more
difficult than need be. Calm down, please?

Things can be made more difficult by
intruding into kids lives, interfering with
consequences in trivial matters far less than
life or death (lots of things come to mind
here), and by failing to help kids form and
keep boundaries {not having boundaries of
our own) ... those kinds of things.

It seems to me that truly loving someone
might not be about having a “feel good”
shockwave when we see, touch or think of
them. Perhaps love means doing what's
really best on behalf of another... eveniif it
means short term pain of withdrawal.

| hope I'm not coming across as a wanna be
expert when everyone knows | am not. |
would say I've pretty much violated most of
the ideas above. But past behind, | sense
there’s something in these insights that could
set some smothered- souls free. (Kids
smother moms and dads t00.)

The good news for the emerging {maturing)
child is this: the power of God in you to
become a separate person is stronger than
the power that holds you back. YOU CAN DO
IT. ITS NOT TOO LATE!

The alternative is NOT good. A person who
does not eventually form hisher separate
identity runs the risk of being taken over by
another... usually by some “other” who
likewise has no idea who he/she is. When
two such people merge, it's called an
EMERGENCY! (dial 911.)

Now, | want you all to know that all this has
NOTHING to do with ittle Connor, the mighty
Beckham, or any other super kids and
parents that we know personally. It's all about
someone else, far, far away.

That said, for everyone else on the planet;
hold those little ones ever so lightly. They
were born on-the-way away... and if we do
our best to move aside and lovingly help
them go, if we adom them with our blessings
as they grow, then theyll likely retum much
sooner than later — and, perhaps, with the
unspeakable gifts of little ones waddling
behind... a Poppa’s (& Mema’s) bliss indeed!

In Jacob’s dream the angels were coming
AND going, the prodigal child left AND
retumed; likewise with Adam, Eve, AND most
of God's sinner/saints. They went out AND
they came back. No going away = No
homecoming. Recall the words of Jesus:

“I’m going away... but I'll be back!”
JOY!
Pastor Mike
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ST. PAULS’S 2010 COMMUNITY
LENTEN SERIES

A Ooﬁuo_ forthe 21 mozwc_.c

Weekday, Monday — Friday during Lent
Beginning Ash Wednesday, February 17 - Wednesday
of Holy Week, March 31

For over 100 years, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church has
sponsored this program, which features notable speakers
and delicious lunches. Each 30-minute service begins at
12:30 p.m. Lunch is served in the Parish Hall in two
settings. one from 11:45 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. and the other
from 1:00 p.m. — 1:30 p.m. The lunches are freshly cook
hot meal or cold plate if you prefer and are reasonably
priced at $7.00. Take-out and frozen entrees are also
available. All proceeds from the meals are distributed to
those in need in the city, the state, the Diocese, and abroad.
Reservations are not needed but can be made for groups of
six or more by calling 643-3589.

Pastor Poole and Gerry Robinson will be trying to attend
each Thursday, so if you are interested in going. give them
a call and possible arrangements to car pool can be made.
St. Paul is located at 815 East Grace Street, next to the
Capitol Square. Limited free parking is available on a first
come, first served basis.

Brochures are posted on the bulletin board outside the
Church Office will additional information about the
dynamic speakers and the menus. For additional
information you can also go to the website: www.stpauls-

episcopal.org.

NOTES FROM THE RECREATION COMMITTEE:
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" Golf Tournament
At The Crossings Golf Course
Saturday, April 17, Shotgun start at 8:30 a.m.
The cost will be $190 a foursome, or $47.50 per person.

Mark your calendars now: more details coming next month.
Contact Danny Denton @ 405-2290.

New Softball Coach

There will be a coaching change in the 2010 Softball
Season. Mitch Wilhelm will now lead the team to victory
- hopefully plural - this spring and summer. The games
will begin in April. If you are interested in joining the
team, contact Mitch Wilhelm. His email address is:
mitchwilhelm! @cavtel.net.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS
March 14, 2:00 a.m. - Remember to set your clocks ahead
one hour before going to bed on Saturday, March 13

LAMB’S BASKET

We are in need of volunteers to work at Lamb's Basket for
the following days: Thursday. March 4, Friday, March 26,
and Friday, April 2. It is possible that our schedule days of
working will increase in the future, so if you have never
worked at Lamb's Basket, please give ita try. We are also
in need of people with trucks who will be willing to pick up
food at various stores who have started donating to us.
Some heavy lifting is required.

Thank you, Barbara Lucord

VIS|IBLE RESULTS
Live Outioud Attendance 1/03/2010 — 2/212010 121
Bible Study Fellowships 1/03/2010 - 2/14/2010 186
Traditional Worship Service 1/03/2010 — 2/14/2010 137
FINANCIAL REPORT
Projected Budget Needs per Week - $13,142.31
Receipts from February 21, 2010 $  12,098.54
Memorial/Endowment Gifts $ 10.00

All Other Receipts $ 1,986.88




